August, 2009

Sunday, August 30, at the home of Jimmy Whiteley

Sale Item Check-in Begins - 11 a.m.
Pot Luck Lunch Begins - 12 Noon
Auction Begins - 1:00 p.m.

The auction will NOT be held at our usual meeting place. We will meet at
the home of Jimmy Whiteley, 870 Allston Dr., Rochester Hills (map inside).
Call Jimmy at (248) 608-2478 if you need better directions.

The annual auction and pot luck lunch is one of our most popular meetings
of the year. It gives us a chance, not only to find some excellent bargain
bonsai trees and pre-bonsai plants, but other related items that are often
hard to find--all at a price well below what you would pay otherwise. Along
with a wide variety of excellent food prepared by our club members, it is a
relaxing atmosphere where you can socialize and exchange information
and questions with other members of the club.

The complete rules for the auction and a sale item check-in sheet are
enclosed. We hope that everyone can attend this important meeting. Bring
your favorite pot luck dish and join in on the fun and bargains.

Photo from the July 26 meeting courtesy Michael Caswell

| hope everyone has enjoyed their summer
and is ready for our annual auction.

This auction is always a big hit with our
membership, offering great bargains on trees
in all stages of development, pottery and
everything bonsai across all price ranges.
That, together with members bringing their
favorite dish to pass, makes it that much more
special.

| also have it by good authority that there is
going to be some special trees at this auction.
While you're there check out Jimmy’s bonsai
collection, which he displays around his yard.
Jimmy’s wife Yvonne has a great collection of
orchids, so if you ask her nicely she may just
show you through the greenhouse.

This auction is sort of the “icing on the cake”
for a thus far great year for our club, so mark
it on your calendar as a “don’t miss” event.
You'll be glad you did.

I'm looking forward to see you all there and to
meet with the new members.

Think tree,
Hector DeBrabant
President, Four Seasons Bonsai Club




AABS 2009 Annual Bonsai Show
August 29" & 30"

Matthaei Botanical Gardens

1800 N. Dixboro Rd., Ann Arbor

Open 10:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
18 & Older Admission: $3
17 & Under: Free

Annual showing of Society member's trees.
Over 100 beautiful trees from all sizes and
species will be on display. Workshops,
demonstrations and vendors will be
available. Visitors may vote in the People's
Choice for their favorite bonsai selections
from different categories.

2010 Mid-America Bonsai
Alliance Convention

June 25-27, 2010
Amway Grand Hotel
187 Monroe Ave Nw, Grand Rapids

Featuring Kathy Shaner

For more information contact Mollie Hollar
at 616-754-2351 or
info@basicallybonsai.com.
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Auction Rules

In the interest of streamlining the auction process so that the
membership can buy more, sell more and still have time to pig-out on the
goodies at the potluck luncheon, the following auction rules will be used.

Buyers and Sellers:

Any member of a recognized bonsai club and their guest may participate.
(Members of other bonsai clubs are welcome.)

The price of admission to the club auction is: you must bring one covered
dish to pass per couple or per person if coming by themselves. A "dish"
size is one large enough (party size) for at least 8 to 10 people to have a
serving. The basic idea is to have enough of everything to feed the
number of people attending. The club will provide the main entree
(Southern Fried Chicken), plastic utensils, glasses & plates, napkins,
soda pop & water. Bring whatever else you want for yourself and a chair
to sit upon in case we have a chair shortage--and money--bring as much
as you can--you will wish you had. (Checkbooks are fine too.)

THIS EVENT WILL HAPPEN RAIN OR SHINE!

Sellers Only:

Fill out the Seller's Sheet, (included with this newsletter), ahead of time
for all items you bring.

CHECK-IN: If you are selling, check-in of items begins at 11:00 and will
continue to 1:00, however, the potluck meal will begin promptly at 12:00
noon. Please avoid last minute rushes by NOT showing up at 12:45 and
expecting the registration crew to squeeze you in. The auction will begin
at 1:00 PM.

PROCEEDS: The auction is intended to benefit the club. For sellers, we
have three categories of auction items: REGULAR SPLIT = 70% of sale
proceeds for the seller, 30% for the club. DONATION = 100% of sale
donated to the club. RESERVE = sale price must exceed a minimum set
by seller, then considered a Regular Split.

ITEMS: Each single item sold by the Auctioneer is expected (by the
seller) to bring an ultimate bid of $5 or greater. Grouping of lower price
items can also be done to achieve this. (For example, multiple small pots
sold as a group. Use masking tape to bundle them.) Each item or
grouping will be tagged during check-in with a color-coded number to
reflect Regular Split, Donation or Reserve. (The check-in process is
faster if you list all Regular Split items together on your sheet. Then
Donation items. Then Reserve items.)

LOW $ ITEMS: If you have Items and/or groupings which are unlikely to
fetch $5 or greater, label these with your name and a specific dollar
amount you wish to sell them for. (Or make a sign such as, "ANY ITEM
$1. SEE JOE SCHMOE.") An area will be set aside for sellers to display
their low-priced items. Buyers will be expected to deal individually with
sellers. Sellers will keep track of their own sales and pay the club's 30%
commission at the end of the day, on the honor system.







FOUR SEASONS AUCTION FORM (SELLERS ONLY)

Seller's Name:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Item / Description

Phone:

70/30

Donate Reserve

For extra forms, photocopy this page.



