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Black Pine Demonstration  

with Vance Hanna 
Sunday, September 27, 2:00 p.m.  
Telly’s Greenhouse, Troy 
Meet in the barn on the far side of the parking lot  
 
Change of plans! Originally, we had "Focus on Advanced Techniques" 
planned for this month, but due to a scheduling conflict, we're switching 
the September and October programs. Next month, we'll do "Focus 
on..." and this month, we're welcoming Past President Vance Hanna for 
a demonstration on Japanese black pines, Pinus thunbergii. 
 
If you enjoyed Julian Adams' "Pines are Easy" presentation earlier in the 
year, you won't want to miss Vance's demo. You'll be able to see some 
of the techniques Julian described, but this time actually demonstrated 
on a tree. Vance will work on a 33 year old pine from his collection and 
demonstrate the techniques of needle plucking, thinning and wiring. 
Vance also plans to share his knowledge of specific care of this species 
(appropriate for our Michigan climate), with attention to the design and 
styling. The Julian Adams presentation was a great way to get the 
basics of black pine care; Vance will complete that knowledge by 
showing us how it's done, how it's styled and how the timing may differ 
for our climate. Don't miss this meeting! 
 
 
 

 

President’s Message 
 
Hello everybody! (This is Todd writing) 
Hector wasn't feeling up to writing his 
usual column this week so I've taken over 
this space temporarily. 
 
I'd like to talk about club participation and 
volunteerism. I know. We harp on this 
subject too often. But I'm not necessarily 
talking about giving your time to fill roles 
during the show or take care of a task 
during a meeting. What got me thinking 
about it in a different light were the actions 
of a couple members who found ways to 
help the club that no one asked for, that 
no one assigned to them. Michael 
Corbeille took it upon himself to create a 
poster for the annual show. No one asked 
him to do so, but he had a good idea and 
ran with it. And Bill Struhar set up mini 
bonsai shows at art fairs and other events 
over the past couple years. He's passed 
out club literature and worked to get 
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Thank You, Whiteleys! 
 
The club owes a big debt of gratitude to the Whiteleys for hosting the 
auction once again this year. The food was great, the yard and bonsai 
were spectacular and we appreciate all the work you do for the auction. 
 

Thank You, Mike! 
 
We would also like to thank Mike Caswell for being our photographer 
this year. Your photos have helped us share what bonsai is all about. 
Good luck in Florida! 
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Dear All, 
  
The State of Michigan has been the Sister State of the Shiga prefecture 
in Japan since 1968. The Shiga fair, celebrating this sister-state 
relationship, will be held on October 4th at the Novi Civic Center from 
1pm to 4pm, as a main event of the annual “Japan Festival.” 
  
The Shiga Fair will include a pottery demonstration by a Shigaraki, 
Master Potter from Japan. We will be introducing our special Shiga 
products at the fair, including Omi beef (100% pure Japanese 
beef),  Baked Omi rice balls, HIEI Yuba (soybean curd skin) , many 
sweets and Omi Sake (The Sake is for taste testing only but all other 
products are available for purchase).  
  
Supplies are limited and will only be available for  sale at this fair!  
Admission is free, don't miss the first-ever Shiga fair!  
  
宮村 佐衣子 
Saeko Miyamura 
  
Visiting Official 
Shiga Prefectural Government 
JAPAN 
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Presidents Message 
 

people interested in joining the club. Who 
came up with the idea? Bill did. Who 
implemented it? Bill. 
 
This sort of "self starter" volunteerism is 
what we love to see in this club. It isn't that 
we are lacking good ideas. I've heard 
many good ideas over the years. They 
usually start out like this: "somebody 
should do (blank)." Now don't get me 
wrong. I'm grateful for any good ideas that 
members come up with and want to share. 
But the volunteers that run the club and 
show are pretty well maxed out taking care 
of all the basic tasks. We usually lack the 
manpower to implement all the good ideas 
that we could do. So when members come 
along that make a good suggestion 
and implement it, I'm really appreciative. 
 
So members, don't feel like you can't make 
an off-hand suggestion (we still need 
those). But picture how good things could 
be if this sort of leadership became 
contagious—all of us taking on some task 
to better the club or the show. I think the 
quality of the club is pretty remarkable as 
is, but instead of the club being as good as 
the labors of a select few, we'd have a club 
that shows the efforts of every member. 
There's really nothing we couldn't 
accomplish. 
 
And finally, if any of you out there have a 
Japanese black pine you'd like to bring in, 
please do so. If you have questions about 
its care or styling, this month's program 
with Vance Hanna is the perfect 
opportunity (Even if you'd just like to show 
off your Japanese black pine, that's fine 
too. We'd love to see it). 
 
See you at the meeting! 
 
Todd Renshaw 
 




