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PrPrPrPresentation by Tropical Expert Dustin Manesentation by Tropical Expert Dustin Manesentation by Tropical Expert Dustin Manesentation by Tropical Expert Dustin Mannnnn 
Sunday, October 25, 2:00 p.m.  
Telly’s Greenhouse, Troy 
Meet in the barn on the far side of the parking lot  
 
Change of plans, (again!) Originally, we had "Focus on Advanced 
Techniques" planned for this month, but at the suggestion of Bill Struhar, 
we're switching to a presentation by Dustin Mann, tropical bonsai expert 
and past-president of the Ann Arbor Bonsai Society. Dustin calls his 
presentation "Zone Envy: growing tropicals indoors in competition with 
south Florida." Dustin will show off many of his tropical bonsai and talk 
about what it takes to keep them healthy and happy in Michigan with an 
emphasis on reduction building and shohin styles. 
 
This change in our program is a good thing for members because we're 
getting into the start of the indoor tropical "season." This timely 
presentation will be a great help to all the indoor growers in the club. Feel 
free to bring a tropical of your own, either just to show off or if you'd like 
Dustin's advice. Those that signed up for Hector's ficus challenge will 
benefit from Dustin's expertise as well. Be sure not to miss this meeting. 
 
Tanuki (Phoenix) Grafts:  Gene Weise will have a short show-and-tell 
about phoenix grafts at the meeting as well. For those who don't know 
what a phoenix graft is, it's a technique of attaching a thin-trunked bonsai 
to a much more impressive deadwood trunk with the goal of making it 
look like a single tree. 
 

President’s Message 

Where did summer go? Sure seems like it 
never happened. 

I’m thankful once again to have a 
greenhouse to bring in the tropicals. It’s 
almost like they were cheated out of the 
nice growing weather to which they are 
accustomed to in their native land. 
Fortunately, we can still enjoy the beauty 
of autumn showing up all around us as 
well as in our outdoor bonsai. 

This all reminds us that we are closing out 
another year with our meetings and an 
upcoming election next month.  

I would like to encourage our new 
members to take part in the management 
of the Four Seasons Bonsai Club as a 
board member. 

Continued on page 2 
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Your SuggestionsYour SuggestionsYour SuggestionsYour Suggestions 
 
As Todd mentioned at the last meeting, it's nearly time to setup the 
schedule for next year. If you have suggestions on programs you'd like to 
see, please feel free to send them along to Todd at 248-585-9916 
or webmaster@mababonsai.org. If you have comments on this year's 
schedule, as in what worked and what didn't, he'd like to hear that as 
well. 
 
 

November ElectionsNovember ElectionsNovember ElectionsNovember Elections 
 
It's that time of year once again. The club will elect a new president, vice-
president and several other positions this November. As of newsletter 
publishing time, we have very few nominees for the open positions. 
 
2010 Officer/board positions: 
President: open  (Hector will have completed his 2-year term) 
Vice-President: open  (Nomineees: none) 
Treasurer: Janine Makowski (2nd year of 2-year term) 
Secretary: open  (Nomineees: none) 
Appointed positions are not listed 
 
2010 Board of Director Positions: 
3-Year Director - open  (Nominees: none) 
2- Year Director: Bette Gay (2nd year of 3-year term) 
1-Year Director: Jimmy Whiteley (3rd year of 3-year term) 
1-Year Director: open  (Nomineees: Tom McCue) 
 
Contact Hector or Todd if you'd like to suggest someone for a position or 
if you yourself are interested. Any active member in good standing with 
the club is eligible. (Presidential nominees must have served on the 
board previously.) Experience with bonsai is not a prerequisite. New 
and/or beginning members can make a valuable contribution to the 
leadership of the club by running for an office. 
 

September Meeting Thank You'sSeptember Meeting Thank You'sSeptember Meeting Thank You'sSeptember Meeting Thank You's 
 
The September meeting was a huge success thanks to Vance Hanna's 
demonstration and the raffle bonsai donated by Carlene Crowley and 
others. Carlene is moving to Florida and generously donated her bonsai 
to the club. (Other contributors to the raffle items were Tom McCue, 
Anita Ormond and Susan Rinke. Our apologies if we've left anyone out.) 
If you haven't been to a meeting in a while, it pays to attend; many 
members left with a great bonsai; and as for Vance Hanna's 
presentation, if you missed that, you missed an inspiring and enjoyable 
talk about the Japanese black pine. Thank you Vance, Carlene and 
everybody else 
 

Continued from Page 1 
 

Presidents Message 

The Presidency for one will be open, and I 
feel it has been a bitter sweet experience 
for me during this past two years. My being 
diagnosed with cancer has limited me in 
the attendance of meetings and activities I 
sincerely had been looking forward to 
when I took office. 

I will continue to be as active as possible 
and make myself available for consultation 
when necessary by continuing on the 
board of directors. 

This has been another good year for the 
clubs members with a show that I was told 
was called by many “the best ever,” well at 
least it was a lot of fun for everyone.  

We enjoyed having Roy Nagatoshi back 
this year to judge our show and hold two 
workshops. We had a great time with 
Pedro Morales holding a great workshop 
with Ficus Nerifolia. Julian Adams 
educated us on Pines with a demonstration 
and a powerpoint demo “Pines are Easy.” 
Vance Wood, our own bonsai master, led a 
Shimpaku Juniper workshop which was a 
sellout. And Vance Hanna, one of our past 
presidents and bonsai master, gave a 
Black Pine demo that people are still 
talking about. 

This month our guest speaker and 
demonstrator is Dustin Mann: a true 
master at growing large Ficus right here in 
Michigan. Dustin will bring some large 
Ficus we rarely see this far north. 

I hope to see you all there,  

Hector DeBrabant, President, Four 

Seasons Bonsai Club.  
  




