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Bonsai Auction and Pot Luck Dinner

Once again, it's time for the Four Seasons annual auction. The auction is
your best opportunity to get really choice material at bargain-basement
prices; nursery stock, pre-bonsai, finished bonsai, tools, and pots. The
auction is also a good way fo get rid of some supplles or trees that you
don’t want anymore; something that you've lost interest in, a pot you
haven’t been able to put to use, or a tree whose design has eluded you.
Your price of admission to the auction is just to bring a dish to pass for
the pot luck dinner.

Here's what you need to know about the Four Seasons auction:

(1) The club asks that members bring no more than 10 of the same item
to the auction (just to keep a good variety to the material offered).

Editor's Corner

(2) Of the final auctioned price
for any item, the usual
arrangement is to give the
donor 70% and the club keeps

30%. If the donor wishes, the
club is very happy to accept

MEETING DATE: Sept 28, 1997
MEETING TIME: 2:00 pm

Auction and Pot Luck Dinner
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
814 N. Campbell, Royal Oak

100% of the auctioned price.

Because our club is a non-
profit organization, we have
very little opportunity to make money beyond what we need for the
day-to-day expenses of the newsletter, meeting place, etc. The auc-
tion is one way the club makes a litfle extra money for use on other
expenses like improvements to the annual show or bringing in guest
masters. The money we take goes right back to our members in one
form or another. Be sure you label your donations with your name
and the percent you wish to donate to the club (30 to 100%).

(3) Even small starter material and pots have a place at the auction.
Members are welcome to set up a table g;r items under $10
(straight sale, not auctioned). The club asks for only 10% of the
Froflf on these items. However, the club does not watch this table
or you — you must watch and sell these on your own, with payment
of the club’s 10% strictly on the “honor system.”

The auction always has a few items that bring a good price, but the major-
ity of offerings can be bought at a real bargain. Bring your checkbook,
any bonsai items you want to get rid of, a dish to pass, and a plate &
eating utensils (none will be provided).
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It's starting to look and feel like fall,
isn't it2 Well, we didn’t get much of
a growing season this year. Most of
my trees don't look a whole lot dif-
ferent than they did this spring. This
isn't really too much of a catastrophe,
except that | always have more pre-
bonsai stock than actual bonsai, and
I'm always watching to see if that
stock has thickened over the year. (It
hasn’t much.)

Here's a story for you: | had a trident
maple (I've owned it for about 4
years) that did not want to bud this
spring. It looked progressively worse
each previous year and it seemed like
this was the year it would finally give
up on me. (I think the problem is that
the roots are being damaged by being
too cold in the winter. Unfortunately,
living in an apartment doesn’t give me
too many options for winter storage.)
Anyway, it still had not budded by
mid-summer. | figured it was dead,

but kept watering it “just in case.” The
good news is that it suddenly budded
from the trunk about a month ago. The
bad news is that the new growth is
only on one side; the other side of the
trunk has started to rot with fungus. So
now l've got a tree that's alive, but is
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Continuved from Editor’s Corner

going to look like garbage for a long time.
(Hey, | never said this was a happy story!)
The moral: sometimes you can just get
lucky (but wish you hadn’t). Maybe I'll try
to unload it to the auction! (Just kidding.)

On the other hand, here's one of my
more successful ideas: If you have an
apartment balcony, a deck railing, or
even benches where you display your
bonsai, you've probably noticed that
your trees like to take flight during nasty
summer storms. Try this solution: purchase
the nylon straps used for tying up sleep-
ing bags. (I found mine at Target, in the
camping section. They even have plastic
buckles that won't rust when you water.)
Run a strap under the railing and up over

The Five Myths of Bonsai (Part Two)

Article contributed by Vance Hanna

Sometime ago, | wrote about
the five myths of bonsai. | intentionally
let you in on only a few. Reason, you
probably would have disregarded
the balance of the concepts simply
because of information overload.
The human brain has a tendency to
use only what it can immediately pro-
cess. This doesn’t mean you wouldn't
“record the concepts” for future use, |
simply know when | absorb informa-
tion; its when | am looking or search-
ing for answers.

The bonsai world is quite strange.
Really, because the “artists” rarely
have degrees from an bonafide art
academy, university or art school.
Unless of course, you are speaking of
Masahiko Kimura, Hotsumi Terakawa,
etc. Our Western artists come from all
walks of life, be it the factory floor,
surgical theater, driver’s seat of an
eighteen wheeler, kitchen or even
the counselor’s couch. We all share a
common bond.

The desire to comprehend and qualify
our natural surroundings. We (for the
better part of the population) live in
an exceedingly compressed world,
both in scale and in events. Yet, the

your bonsai pot. It doesn't have to be too
tight, just enough to keep it from tipping
very far. | keep mine loose enough to slide
the pot out (so | can rotate the opposite
side to the sun without too much trouble.)
Just remember to remove them before your
neighborhood Bonsai Master comes over to
see how you've displayed your trees.

A note to all you computer users: |'ve been
working on the website for the Mid-America
Bonsai Alliance. A couple of days after you
receive this newsletter, you might check to
see if the site is in place. (At the time this
was written, | was still working on it.) The
site is (or will be) at :
www.wwnet.com/~scott13/maba.html

I'm sorry | don’t have any pictures of last
month’s Bonsai Circus. | didn't get my

act together early enough to get my film
developed in time. I'll be sure to include
these next month. The Circus was, as
always, one of the big hits of the year
thanks to everyone involved.

Finally, don't forget that the Ann Arbor
Bonsai Society show is October 4th and
5th, 10 am — 4:30 pm, admission $2.00.
If you haven't been to one yet, it's another
great show with many impressive trees to
admire and study.

If you have articles, suggestions for the
newsletter, or get well soon cards for my
maple, contact:

Todd Renshaw, Editor (810) 978-0508,

e-mail: scott13@wwnet.com

See the Four Seasons April
Newsletter for the first part of
Vance’s article.

lure of a well designed bonsai is
beyond time. It is its own testimonial
of nature. This is one of our human
experiences worth knowing. Nature,
in all her splendor, keeps secrets.

| remember the first years of growing
bonsai. They were very uncertain
times. Not knowing when certain
fundamental natural ocurrances were
to evolve, | missed many beautiful,
quite secrets of nature. Yet, although
the neophyte, just imagine how
much | DID discover! Each year, the
question would be: “Do | root prune?”
“When do | take them out of winter
storage?” Surely, these are questions
we all have. Sometimes its common
sense. Others, require some keen
observation. Nature is never quite on
the same time table as you are. When
its time fo root prune, especially on
deciduous, its TIME! The buds have a
pregnant relationship with their root-
age that one can miss in the blink of
an eye. It reminds me of Issa’s classic

Haiku:

Home again!
What's this?
My hesitant cherry tree
deciding to bloom.

He says it all right there! We are the
ones to be cautious of nature’s time
schedule. We can miss the whole
thing. This reminds me of certain
people | know who “exchange their
indoor plants just about every 18
months” simply because they have
tortured them to such a state that,
“well, they aren’t much to replace,
I'll buy more”. lts the buy more that
is the problem. When you purchase
a bonsai*, you pay for all the ones
along the growers route that didn't
make it. You've literally paid for the
rent, taxes, fuel, etc. that's why when
you see a bargain, it will not be there
the next time. Bonsai* takes time. Real
time. What have we learned from this
brief note? | certainly hope, at least,
another of the myths might escape,
both from the driver's seat and the
surgeon’s mask.

In closing, remember, to see the fin-
est bonsai in the Midwest, mark the
fourth of July for 19981 MABA 98
St Louis will be your entre into world
class bonsai of a scale rarely seen!

Vance Hanna

*bonsai: Classical “Asian” based bonsai categorically styled in comprehensive proportions relative to universal design
principles: NOT STICKS in Pots! found at Home Depot et. al.



