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Avthor Herb L. Gustafson to
Demonstrate at August Meeting

This month’s meeting will feature a Black Pine demo with Herb Gustafson.
Not only is Herb an accomplished bonsai artist, but he's also the author of
several excellent bonsai books; The Bonsai Workshop, How to Keep Your

Bonsai Perfectly Shaped, Miniature
Bonsai, and Suiseki. Herb will have
copies of the hard to find Miniature
Bonsai, and Suiseki for sale at the
meeting. (If you'd like a copy of the

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
others, you're on your own.)

814 N. Campbell, Royal Oak
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MEETING DATE: Aug 30, 1998

MEETING TIME: 2:00 pm o 7

Demo with Herb Gustafson EdltOl‘ 5 comer -

Herb’s Black Pine demonstration
tree, (valued at $750. before styling), will be raffled off at the Annual
Show in September, but raffle tickets will be available for sale at this
meeting, so bring those checkbooks. As we “decided” by consensus at
the last meeting, tickets will be $1 each or six for $5.

Herb will also be doing a Hornbeam workshop on August 2%9th (the
Saturday before the meeting). The cost will be $75. As far as | know,
there is still room for more participants.
WORKSHOP: Aug 29, 1998 | If you are interested, call Treasurer
12:00 Noon Anne Buckman immediately and send
Washington Square Building your check. Anne’s number is (810)
Corner of Washington and 2259005. Please don't call after 7:
4th Street, Royal Oak 00 pm. Her address is 2258 Shore
Line Drive, Brighton, Ml 48114. The
workshop will be held on the basement level of the Washington Square
Building, Royal Oak at 12 noon. (Call me if you need directions, phone
number under the Editor’s Corner.)

Bring your tools and newspapers or drop cloth. The club will provide the
tree, pot, and wire.

Hey, guess who's going to be
a Kome owner soon! Yup, no
more balcony bonsai for me. I'm
looking forward to filling all that
space with more bonsai. (That is,
when | have money againl)

Don't forget that voting for next
year’s officers and new board
members will take place in
November. | haven't heard any
nominations. | know you're out
there; don’t wait too long to
speak up!

The Four Seasons library is
closed, but if you still have library
materials, be sure to return them
to the Kurylo's at the meeting.

And, most importantly, keep
‘c};\etting those bonsai ready for
the show next month. We need

at least one tree from every
member. (And 2 or 3 would be
helpful.)

Newsletter Editor:

Todd Renshaw

(810) 978-0508

email: scott]1 3@wwnet.com



Photographing Your Bonsai

There are many reasons why you
should consider photographing your
trees. Not the least of which are:

1. Documentation; keeping a
record of your trees and how
they have developed over
the years is very worthwhile.
This record will be useful to
help you learn from your mis-
takes and successes. Theft is
something we all know is a
possibility as well and a good
record will be valuable in the
recovery.

2. Styling your tree on paper is a
very useful tool. A photograph
will help with the location of
branches and proportions.

Try tracing your tree from an
enlargement. It's a lot easier to
correct a mistake on a draw-
ing then correct a mistake on
your tree.

3. Publications are always
looking for photos of Bonsai.
The FSBC of M newsletter is
just one of many. [Ed. Note:
I'd love to show member’s
trees in the newsletter. Send
me your prints or digital imag-
es. All formats accepted!]

4. An album of your trees is great
for talking trees with your
Bonsai buddies and after all
your frees are a part of your
family, aren’t they?

5. On the internet, communication
is made easy with digital imag-
es. You can scan your photos
or have Koda-lux convert them
to digital for you.

| will be discussing 35mm photog-
raphy, although the principles will
be the same in any format.

Get your tree ready. A clean
well proportioned pot, manicure
and clean soil and mosses, trim
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branches and leaves as if you
were getting ready for a show.

Your background should be unclut-
tered. An out of focus background
is a nice touch. You will need an
adjustable F stop on your camera
for this. Open it up to the smallest
number available such as F 2.8 or
F 2.0, this will provide you with a
very narrow depth of field. Other
backgrounds, such as using a
sheet, a blanket or a bamboo cur-
tain work very well. Paper back-
grounds from your local photog-
raphy store are ideal, but require
background stands. Choose your
background for color contrast and
keep the pattern clean and simple.
It must be large enough to fill the
frame of you photo. Keep your
tree far enough away from the
background to prevent shadows.

Use a table or stand that will bring
the tree up near eye level, so that
you are not shooting down on the
tree. Cover the stand with a cloth
or paper that will match the back-
ground. Use a dai or mat to dress
up the presentation.

Don’t skimp on film. A good
quality film such as Fuji Chrome
or Kodak Gold 200 or 400
ASA/ISO speed print film will
provide you with excellent color
and quality. If you plan on having
your prints enlarged it is better to
choose the lower ASA / I1SO film
for sharper images. Fuji has the
brightest color in the industry. For
slides Fuji Velvia is excellent. It has
an ASA / ISO ratting below 50 so
you will need plenty of light.

Choose your location carefully,
you will want plenty of room to
move around, adjusting for angle
of view and light. Out of doors
will probably be the most flexible.

Use a tripod and shutter release
cable if possible, especially in low
Light situations. This will give you
much sharper images.

Lighting may be the most important
element of all. A bright cloudy day
is ideal. Sunny days work fine, try
to shoot in the morning or evening
to avoid harsh shadows. Keep the
sun at your back or to the side and
behind you. Make sure there is
plenty of light on the inner branch-
es of your tree. If necessary use a
daylight fill in flash. This is nothing
more than setting your camera to
flash even though there appears
to be enough light. If you have an
adjustable flash, use it at a low
infensity setting. If you have porta-
ble lighting available, great. Move
them around until you are happy
with the lighting. Experiment! Try
flooding the back of your tree with
light for a halo effect. It can be a
lot of fun.

If you have the ability to adjust
the shutter speed on your camera
then | suggest that you bracket.
Bracketing means to shoot at your
light meters suggested settings and
then shoot another frame Q to 1
full stop open and another frame
at Q to 1 full stop closed. This
will provide you with 3 photos to
choose from. If you have a point
and shoot camera you can still
bracket by adding and subtracting
light from the photo artificially.

| have found that having your pro-
cessing sent to Koda-lux or Fuji will
generally cost a little more but is
well worth it to get the best color
balance available.

So Photograph your bonsai and
share your photos with the club
and your friends. Enjoy the
journey and happy shooting.



